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Equipment Needed to Setup NETLAB+ for the VMware IT Academy Program® 
 
The four major components that make up the NETLAB+ training environment for the VMware IT 
Academy Program, Install Configure, Manage (ICM) course are shown in the diagram below: 
 
 

 
 
 
Component Details 
  

1. The NETLAB+ server provides the user interface for student and instructor access, an interface 
to manage virtual machines, and software features to automate ICM pod creation.    
 

2. VMware vCenter is used to manage your physical VMware ESXi servers, to create virtual 
machines, and to take snapshots of virtual machines.  NETLAB+ communicates with vCenter to 
perform automated tasks and virtual machine management.  vCenter can reside on a physical 
machine.  
 

3. Physical VMware ESXi servers host the virtual machines in your ICM pods.  The two host servers 
depicted can run up to 16 active ICM pods.  
 

4. ICM pods consist of 5 virtual machines that reside on your physical ESXi host server disks.  
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Virtual Machine Host Server Specifications 

 
Please review the current recommended specifications for ESXi host servers used to host virtual 
machines in NETLAB+ pods.  The latest information is available on the NDG Website: 
 
http://www.netdevgroup.com/support/remote_pc.html#vm_host_server_specifications 
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